Let's look at Col. 1:15,18:

"He [Christ] is the image of the unseen God and the first-born of all creation,.... As he is the beginning [arkhe], he was first to be born [firstborn] from the dead, so that he should be first [proteuo] in every way" - The Jerusalem Bible.

Prototokos, used twice in this scripture, literally means "born first" - see Young's Analytical Concordance - or Strong's Exhaustive Concordance. The New Testament in the King James Version and most other trinitarian translations use this meaning throughout. Here are all the instances of prototokos in the NT: Matt. 1:25 (King James only); Luke 2:7; Ro. 8:29; Col. 1:15; Col. 1:18; Heb. 1:5, 6; Heb. 11:28; Heb. 12:23; Rev. 1:5 (compare Col. 1:18). None of them clearly means "preeminent" (although you might be able to "interpret" a few of them as either "first-born" or "pre-eminent" if you tried). 
 

Not only do all of these scriptures that use prototokos have either the certain or the most probable meaning of "first-born," but we rarely (if ever) see any Bible translate them as anything but "first-born" or its literal equivalent except at Col. 1:15-18 where the actual meaning would disprove a trinity concept! A few trinitarian translations force an improper interpretation for prototokos at this scripture only (e.g. NIV, NEB).  
 

It is true that being first-born in a family was strongly connected with pre-eminence. The one born first was usually supposed to be the one to receive the birthright and pre-eminence within that family.

But notice the blessings given by Jacob at Gen. 49:3, 8-12, 22-26. The blessings given to Judah and Joseph identify them as the true "preeminent ones" of his sons. Reuben, the literal first-born, lost preeminence even though he continued to be known as the "first-born" (prototokos in the Septuagint) in the family of Jacob and the "beginning" (arkhe) of Jacob's family - Gen. 49:3, 4; 1 Chronicles 5:1-3 — RSV.

Be careful not to confuse the rights usually given to the first-born with the person of the first-born. The one actually born first (or first in time in any figurative sense) was known as the "first-born." In literal families this first-born was supposed to receive pre-eminence in that family upon the death of his father because of his being born first (in time). 
 

"The first-born son's privileges and responsibilities are known as his 'birthright' (bekorah)." - New Bible Dictionary, 1982, p. 378.

At times, however, a first-born would lose his rights (and pre-eminence over the other sons), and they would be given to another son. Even though this person had lost his birthright (and pre-eminence among his brothers), he was still the first-born! - Examine 1 Chronicles 5:1-3 in most Bible translations (e.g., Young's Literal Translation of the Holy Bible, KJV, ASV, RSV, NIV, NAB, JB, etc.) For example, even though Esau lost his birthright to Jacob, he still remained forever Isaac's firstborn. 
 

Yes, the use of the word prototokos in the Bible always means one who has come into existence first in time 
 
 - before all the rest of his "brothers" - the beginning (arkhe) of his father's creative (or procreative) works. - see pp. 77-88 in Dr. Jason BeDuhn's Truth in Translation, University Press of America, 2003.

Some trinitarians, however, still insist that the Biblical use of the Greek prototokos can, sometimes, mean "pre-eminent" because they dare not admit the obvious, true, literal meaning of Col. 1:15. Their "evidence" for an interpretation of "pre-eminent" for this word boils down to only 7 examples. Five from the Old Testament (Ps. 89:27; Ex. 4:22; Jer. 31:9; Deut. 21:16, 17; and, rarely, Job 18:13) and, sometimes, an appeal to Ro. 8:29 and Col. 1:18 in the New Testament. - See Walter Martin's The Kingdom of the Cults, p. 123.

These 7 examples, then, must be the very best "evidence" possible since there are well over 100 other examples of prototokos found in the Bible, the vast majority of which clearly show by context alone that "firstborn" (in time) is the intended meaning. 
 

The first example, Ps. 89:27, has God saying about "David, my servant" that "he shall call upon me, saying, 'Thou art my Father, my God.... And I will make him firstborn [prototokos], higher than the kings of the earth.... my covenant shall be firm with him." - Septuagint. (Cf., KJV, ASV).

It is true that David was not the firstborn of his father Jesse, nor was he the first king of Israel. However, the first king of Israel, Saul, was rejected by God and removed from God's throne, no longer God's king. The second king of Israel, David, was the first king to remain faithful until his death and, hence, the "firstborn" of all the faithful kings of Israel who will be resurrected by God. He will be "firstborn" (first in time on Israel's throne) among all those kings who will return. However, he certainly will not be pre-eminent over one of those other kings who is his descendent: Jesus Christ.

We also find that David is the first king whom God made a covenant with for an "everlasting kingdom" - 2 Sam. 7:12-16. [He is also the first of the descendants of Judah who are to rule forever (Saul was descended from Benjamin) - Gen. 49:10] He may be considered "firstborn" in this sense, also.

So we can see that Saul was the first king of Israel, but he didn't remain faithful to God ["call upon me, saying 'thou art my Father, my God"]. The very first king of Israel to remain faithful to God was David. In that sense, then, David became "firstborn" [of all succeeding faithful earthly kings of Israel].

However, the later fulfillment of Ps. 89:27 is in the person of Jesus Christ (who is the firstborn of God in another sense) and not the literal David. We see the Messiah being called, figuratively, "David, my servant" at Ezekiel 34:23, 24 just as he is in this Psalm (89:20). We see the final fulfillment of Ps. 89:26-29 in Jesus Christ (Luke 1:32, 33; Heb. 1:5, 6; Jn 20:17).

The second example (Ex. 4:22) is probably the most-used by those trinitarians attempting to prove a "pre-eminent" meaning for prototokos. Here is how it is worded in the Septuagint: God says, "Israel is [the] firstborn [prototokos] son of me." Context reveals that this is the nation of Israel which Jehovah is calling his "firstborn." So in what sense was Israel first in time in relation to Jehovah? It was the first nation to be chosen by him. It has always (since the time of Moses) been the first, but it has certainly never been "pre-eminent" among the nations! 
 

And, of course, we must not change the inspired writer's genitive noun ("of me") in this verse to "over me" as has been done at Col. 1:15 in a few trinitarian Bibles (e.g. NIV). How ridiculous to "interpret" this so that God says: "Israel is the 'pre-eminent one' OVER me"! (But, of course, this is precisely what some trinitarians have done with Col. 1:15 - "the pre-eminent one over all creation"!!

God's calling the nation of Israel his "firstborn son" obviously means the first nation he has caused to come into existence to be his own (and others must someday follow).

The third example (Jer. 31:9) is actually found at Jer. 38:9 in the Septuagint). Again God is speaking of the nation of Israel (see context of entire chapter): "I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is [the] firstborn [prototokos] OF me."

So how can we understand Ephraim being Jehovah's "firstborn"? - Jer. 31:9.

Here Ephraim is obviously called Jehovah's firstborn in some figurative sense. (The person, Ephraim, was, of course, long dead at this time.)

Certainly neither Ephraim, nor even the tribe of Ephraim, was ever Jehovah's "pre-eminent one" or (more parallel to the trinitarian interpretation of Col. 1:15) "the pre-eminent one OVER Jehovah"!

So to explain the use of "firstborn" at Jeremiah  31:9, the very trinitarian ecumenical study Bible, The New Oxford Annotated Bible, 1977 ed., tells us that "as [the tribe of] Ephraim is restored, so is all Israel" - p. 954.

This interpretation shows the understanding that the tribe of Ephraim is to be restored first in time ("firstborn"), and then the rest of Israel is to be restored. Notice there is no "pre-eminence" interpretation by these highly respected trinitarian scholars!

Another possibility suggested by trinitarians for "firstborn" at Jer. 31:9 is that, since the land of the tribe of Ephraim is where "the original [first] place of worship [the tabernacle] from the time of Joshua to that of Samuel" - (NAB, St. Joseph ed., p. 902) - was located, in Shiloh, it is God's "firstborn" in that respect (again in the sense of first in time). Or, as explained in Jer. 7:12,

"Go now to my place that was in Shiloh [in 'Ephraim'] where I made my name dwell at first" - RSV, NRSV, NIV, and cf. NAB ('91) "in the beginning."

But the trinitarian reference work, The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology, Vol. 2, p. 306, Zondervan, 1986, gives us the most probable explanation: the nation of Israel was also called 'Ephraim' "by the contemporary prophets, e.g., Isa. 7:1-9, after the central region associated with the name of the younger of the two sons of Joseph."

So we merely have a parallelism at Jer. 31:9 - (1) "I, Jehovah, am a father (I created it) to the nation of Israel, and (2) 'Ephraim' ('Israel') is the first nation I have created ('first-born')." - Compare the parallelism at Hosea 11:8. Again we see a confirmation of Ex. 4:22 (the 2nd "example" above) that Israel was the first nation formed at God's direction, and no hint of "pre-eminence" but only the meaning of first in time for "firstborn"! (This is simply one of the many scriptural uses of "Father," "Son," [or "Firstborn," "onlybegotten," etc.] and "brought forth" [or "begot"] to figuratively describe the CREATOR of something and his CREATION!)

And, again, how absurd it would be to interpret this as "Ephraim is the 'pre-eminent one' over me [God]."

The 4th example seems, perhaps, the weakest of all of those cited in the OT, but no less an authority than the very trinitarian Biblical Greek scholar W. E. Vine points to Deut. 21:16, 17 as evidence for a "preeminent" interpretation for "first-born." The Septuagint reads:

"And if a man have two wives, the one loved and the other hated, and both the loved [wife] and the hated [wife] should have born him children, and the son of the hated should be first-born [prototokos]; then it shall be that whensoever he shall divide by inheritance his goods to his sons, he shall not be able to give the right of the firstborn to the son of the loved one, having overlooked the son of the hated, which is the firstborn [prototokos]. (17) But he shall acknowledge the firstborn [prototokos] of the hated one [wife] to give to him double of all things which shall be found by him, because he is the first [arkhe: beginning] of his children, and to him belongs the birthright." - The Septuagint Version of the Old Testament, Zondervan Publishing House, 1970.

It is obvious that prototokos here means only "one born first." The birthright itself must not be confused with the one it is usually given to: 
 
 the firstborn (prototokos)! And to "interpret" verse 17 as "he shall acknowledge the 'pre-eminent one' OVER the hated [wife]" is clearly ludicrous!

Another example from the OT sometimes used by trinitarians can be found at Job 18:13 -

"His skin is devoured by disease, The firstborn of death devours-his limbs" - NASB.

A few trinitarians attempt to interpret this as an example of "firstborn" meaning "pre-eminent" or "foremost." But there is no honest reason to insist that "the firstborn of death" at Job 18:13 must mean something like "the principal disease" (JB footnote). In the first place, to be parallel with the trinitarian-concocted understanding of Col. 1:15 it would have to be interpreted as "the pre-eminent one over death" - which it clearly does not and can not! In the second place, a careful study will reveal that this scripture is literally calling the disease which ravages the wicked man "the firstborn son of death": the first child (or creation) produced by the "god of death."

The NIV Study Bible (1985 ed.) tells us in the footnote for Job 18:13: "death's firstborn. See 5:7." And the footnote for Job 5:7 says:

"sparks. Lit[erally] 'sons of Resheph.' In Canaanite mythology, Resheph was a god of plague and destruction [death]. '(Sons of) Resheph' is used as a poetic image in the OT for fire (SS 8:6), bolts of lightning (Ps 78:48) and pestilence (Dt 32:24; Hab 3:5)."

Obviously the NIVSB has referred "death's firstborn" at Job 18:13 to "Sons of Resheph [Death]" to show that the poetic image used in the OT has more than one son attributed to Resheph. Apparently the firstborn of those sons (the first "son" Resheph created) was pestilence. And it is this pestilence (the 'first born of Death') that "eats away parts of his skin ... [and] devours his limbs" at Job 18:13. (This is why the New English Bible renders Job 18:13 as "Death's eldest child.")

A related interpretation (which I prefer):

"[even] the firstborn of death shall devour his strength; ....

"it signifies not what presides over death, but what death first produces, which are corruption and rottenness, dust and worms; these are the firstborn of death, or the firstfruits and effects of it, and which devour and destroy not the skin only, but the whole body and all its members" - The New John Gill Exposition of the Entire Bible.

The first of the two NT examples sometimes used by trinitarians is Ro. 8:29 -

"Those Christians whom he [God] foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn [prototokos] AMONG many brethren." - RSV.

I have found no Bible (trinitarian or otherwise) which renders this scripture with a meaning of "pre-eminent one over many brothers" in spite of the interpretation a few trinitarian "scholars" attempt to give it. Since the word "among" (en in the NT Greek), not "over," is used here, it cannot honestly be rendered as these trinitarians would like. In fact these trinitarian Bibles translate it as "eldest [prototokos] among many brethren" - NEB, REB, CBW, JB, NJB, AT, and Weymouth. This clearly shows the intended meaning of prototokos as first in time not "preeminence" (as a careful study of the context also confirms).

As for the other NT "example," Col. 1:18, "proving" the possibility of a "pre-eminent" interpretation for prototokos, all we have to do is examine Col. 1:15-18 carefully.

We see prototokos clearly meaning "the one born (or reborn) first" at 1:18 where Jesus is the firstborn (or first to return from death to eternal life) from the dead.

To make it even clearer, the trinitarian The Jerusalem Bible (cf. NEB; REB; and Beck) translates it: "first to be born from the dead." - Compare 1 Cor. 15:20, 23 and Rev. 1:5. Surely there is no doubt that first in time is intended here, not "pre-eminence." "firstborn. Christ was the first to rise from the dead with a resurrection body. .... Others who were raised from the dead ... were raised only to die again." - The NIV Study Bible footnote for Colossians 1:18.)

It is also very plain that Paul frequently speaks of certain Christians being resurrected as spirit persons in heaven and that Jesus was the firstborn of these dead, i.e. the first of many persons who are to be resurrected to eternal life in heaven.

1 Corinthians 15:20 - "Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits ['the first of millions' - LB; 'the very first to rise' - Phillips] of those who have fallen asleep." - RSV and many others.

1 Corinthians 15:49 - "Just as we [faithful Christians who have the hope of being resurrected to heaven] have borne the image of the man of dust [Adam], we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven [Jesus]."

The Apostle John also writes of this truth and also uses the term "firstborn" to describe it: "and Jesus Christ ... the firstborn [prototokos] of the dead" - Rev. 1:5, RSV. Or "first to be raised from death" - GNB; also see LB, Beck, and Beck (NT)). Even the extremely trinitarian The Amplified Bible explains "firstborn of the dead" at Rev. 1:5 as, "that is, first to be brought back to life."

Revelation 2:8 makes a similar statement, but could be phrased as the "only- begotten" from the dead (in the sense that Jesus is the only one to be raised to heavenly life by God Himself. All others are to be raised through Jesus). "The first and the last" simply means the only one in some sense. Adam, for example, was the 'first and the last' in the sense that he was the only one to be created directly from the elements of the earth.

This "firstborn" and "only-begotten" concept for the second creation (resurrection to eternal life) also explains why Jesus can be called the firstborn and the "only-begotten" in another sense: The first of God's creation ("Firstborn") and the only one ('only-begotten') created directly by God Himself.

These examples in Revelation are therefore clearly a repetition of this same well-established truth that Paul is restating at Colossians. 1:18.

We cannot seriously believe that Paul is telling us at Col. 1:18 that Jesus is the "pre-eminent one" over the dead. Especially since the actual wording by Paul is "the beginning [arkhe], firstborn [prototokos] OUT OF [ek] the dead." - see any interlinear New Testament (or as also confirmed by John "The firstborn OF the dead." - Rev. 1:5). There can be no honest doubt that Col. 1:18 does not mean "pre-eminent one OVER the dead"! It clearly means "the first one resurrected to eternal life in the 'new creation'."

Remember, the above 7 examples are the very best "proof" available to desperate trinitarian scholars that prototokos can mean "pre-eminent" in Bible usage! But even they (like the more than one hundred other examples of prototokos in the Bible) show that only firstborn in time is meant.

Now notice how the first use of prototokos (in Colossians 1:15 - "the first-born of all creation") is used as a complement for the second use of prototokos (in Col. 1:18 - "the first-born from the dead").

That is, being "firstborn of all creation" is equated with and added to being "firstborn from the dead" (or first of the final creation - the ones who will receive eternal life). When these two "firstborns" (the first and the last) are added together the sum is one who is "first [proteuo] in everything" - Col. 1:18, JB, NWT, Living Bible (also known as The Book and The Word), and the New Testament in the Language of Today (Beck).

(Also notice how the ancient Aramaic text renders Col. 1:18 - "he is the beginning, the firstfruits of the resurrection from the dead, that in all things he might be first." - Lamsa. Compare 1 Cor. 15:20 - "But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep [in death]." - NASB.) In both cases -'firstborn' and 'firstfruits' - we understand the meaning as the first one produced.)

To insist on a literal "born" (rather than the figurative first "created") in Col. 1:15-18 would mean that we must also understand him as literal vegetation ("fruit") at 1 Cor. 15:20 instead of the figurative 'first one produced or created from the dead'!

So when the distinction of being the very first person to be resurrected to eternal life in the "last creation" is added to the distinction of being the very first of God's original creation, we truly have a person who was the very "first in everything." (Proteuo is often translated "preeminent" for this verse. It literally means, however, either 'to be first' or 'hold the first place' - Thayer. It derives from protos which means first in time, place, or rank - Thayer.)

"Jesus was the first-born (prototokos) of his mother (Mathew 1:25; Lk. 2:7) .... Jesus is also the first-born of his heavenly Father. He is the first-born of all creation...(Colossians 1:15-17). Similarly, he is the first-born in the new creation by being raised first from the dead" - New Bible Dictionary, (2nd ed.), 1982, p. 378, Tyndale House Publ.

This respected trinitarian publication clearly admits, then, that "firstborn" is used in the same way ("very first in time") for each of these scriptural uses of prototokos for Jesus: Jesus was the very first child Mary brought into existence (Matthew 1:25); Jesus was the very first person brought into existence in the new creation (Colossians 1:18; 1 Corinthians 15:20; Revelation 1:5); and Jesus was the very first thing brought into existence in God's first creation!!

Furthermore, these two "first-borns" of Col. 1:15 and Col. 1:18 must closely parallel each other in meaning to make the comparison (or "addition") sensible and complete! They are of like kind (firstborn in time, not "pre-eminence") so they can be added together and summed up: "So that he should be first in everything." - Col. 1:18. It would be inappropriate to have the first use of prototokos (Col. 1:15) mean "preeminent" for the first creation and the second use of prototokos (Col. 1:18) mean (as it so obviously does) "first in time" for the "last creation."

So Paul is probably making a play on words with the two definitions of proteuo when he sums up by saying Jesus is "first [proteuo] in everything." He must intend the meaning of 'first in time' to agree with the rest of his metaphor.

There is no proper reason to change the intended meaning of prototokos at Col. 1:15 so that it differs from every other Bible use of the word. The only reason that some trinitarians attempt to interpret it as "pre-eminent one" is that they don't like what it actually, literally says!

Finally, notice that even if Col. 1:15 could be properly translated as "the pre-eminent one of all creation," it could only mean one thing: that he is the highest one of all created things (that is, he IS ONE OF THOSE CREATED THINGS)!

It cannot mean that he is the highest individual over all created things. This is an impossible interpretation for two reasons:

(1) The word "pre-eminent" actually rules out the possibility of a double interpretation. For example: "The leader OF the wolves" is capable of a double interpretation: (A) "The Leader" could be one of the wolves himself. And (B), although unlikely, it is possible that the leader of the wolves is not one of the wolves himself. It is possible that he is a dog, coyote, or even a man. However, the phrase "smartest (or 'smartest one') OF the wolves" does not allow for such an ambiguity, and it is, therefore, certain that this "smartest one" IS one of those wolves.

"Pre-eminent" (or "pre-eminent one"), like "smartest" (or "smartest one"), also does not allow for that ambiguity. The "pre-eminent one OF creation" has to be a part of that creation himself!

(2) As we have already seen, the Bible clearly and repeatedly states that Jehovah (the Father alone) is pre-eminent over all creation. Therefore Jesus cannot be the pre-eminent one over all creation but is the first creation of God!

We have also seen that in the Bible the term "firstborn of ..." never means "pre-eminent one over ..."! "Firstborn of Abraham" for example never means the "pre-eminent one over Abraham." Even if we could properly allow "pre-eminent" as a meaning for prototokos, it would mean no more than "pre-eminent one of Abraham's creation (or procreation)"! Whenever anyone calls Jesus the firstborn son of God, it plainly means the first of the "children" God has produced. (Obviously it does not mean "the pre-eminent one over God.") Therefore, when Jesus is called the firstborn of creation, it clearly means that he is the first of that creation that God has produced.

And, again, even if "firstborn" could mean "pre-eminent one," Col. 1:15 would still be saying that Jesus is the "pre-eminent one" of creation. In other words, he is part of that creation, albeit the first and highest part!

We should also consider that those whom God calls son are those whom he has created: Luke 3:38; Rev. 21:7; Gen. 6:2; Job 1:6; Ps. 89:6 [f.n. in RSV and compare LB]; Gal. 3:26. Jesus' very title, the Son of God, indicates that he was created. The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia tells us that angels are called 'sons of God' in the Scriptures. Then it states: "the creation of angels is referred to in Ps 148 2, 5 (cf Col 1 16). They were present [in the beginning] at the creation of the world ... (Job 38 7)." - pp. 132, 133, Vol. 1, Eerdmans, 1984 printing.

In the very same way, those who are said to be the "image" of God are not God himself (he's obviously not his own image) but a part of God's creation! Notice who the image of God is in these scriptures: Gen. 1:26; 9:6; 1 Cor. 11:7; 2 Cor. 3:18.

Therefore, when Col. 1:15 says Jesus is "the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation" (RSV), we know Paul is speaking of someone who is the very first creation made by God (and was created "in his image" long before man was also created "in his image")! - Cf. Gen. 1:26, 27. - See the IMAGE study paper.

There are only two valid, scriptural understandings for "firstborn of ...." If it is used with a single individual (e.g., 'firstborn of Moses'), then it means the firstborn has been produced (or created) by that individual. If it is used with a group of individuals (e.g., 'firstborn of the herd' - Deut. 12:6; 15:19; 'firstborn of our sons' - Neh 10:36), then it always means one who was produced as a part of that group!

That's why, for example, "the firstborn" at 2 Chron. 21:3 may be understood only as either "the firstborn of Jehoshaphat" or "the firstborn of all Jehoshaphat's children." In the first case the firstborn is the first production (or creation) by Jehoshaphat. In the second case the firstborn is the first to be created of all Jehoshaphat's CHILDREN. But in either case it is speaking of the first one created!

Clearly, then, if Jesus is called the firstborn of God, he is being identified as the one first produced by God. And when he is called the firstborn of creation (a group of individuals), he is being identified as one who was produced or created as a part of that group. In other words: Out of all things created by God, Jesus was the very first.
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None of them clearly means "preeminent" (although you might be able to "interpret" a few of them as either "first-born" or "pre-eminent" if you tried).





Definition of terms.


Paramount.


having paramount rank, dignity, or importance : 





Examples of PREEMINENT


She's the preeminent chef in a city that has many good ones. 


The poem is a preeminent example of his work.





The Strong's Concordance (Link)


4413. protos, pro'-tos;


Contracted superlative of 4253; foremost (in time, place, order or importance). 


:--before, beginning, best, chief (-est), first (of all), former.





4415  prototokia; gen noun from prototokos (4416), firstborn. 


The rights of the firstborn, birthright (Hebrews 12:16; Sept.: Genesis 25:32-34). Sometimes prototokeia. The birthright among the ancient patriarchal Hebrews conferred upon the eldest son the right of religious leadership (acting as the so-called priest of the family) and promised a double portion of the father's estate (Dueteronomy 21:17) which indicated his authority over the his younger siblings. Thus the firstborn was not only a type of Christ as the Firstborn and High Priest of God, but also a type of Christians as the firstborn who are written in heaven and are partakers of the eternal inheritance. Slighting the birthright was both slighting the high honor of officiating in God's name, and despising that eternal inheritance which was typified by the double portion.





4416 prototokos; noun from (4413), first, and (5088), 


to bear, bring forth. Firstborn, preeminent.   (4416), firstborn, chief in rank, heir.





1060.  bebor: 


A masculine noun indicating the firstborn. The word refers to the firstborn of animals (Ge 4:4), as well as of persons (Ge 25:13). The firstborn of sons in Israel were redeemed, not sacrificed (Nu 3:40-43; 18:15,17). The firstborn of clean animals were sacrificed to the Lord (Dt 12:6,17), but the firstborn males of unclean animals could be redeemed (Nu 18:15). A donkey, though clean, was redeemed because of its use as a beast of burden (Ex 13:13; 34:20). It is used metaphorically to refer to Israel as the Lord's firstborn son (Ex 4:22). In combination with the word death, it means firstborn of death (Job 18:13), indicating a most powerful attack of ill health and death on a person. This is the fate of the wicked. The firstborn son held special privileges called his birthright (Ge 25:5-6; 27:19-36; 43:33; Dt 21:15-17). This special standing could be lost (Ge 25:31-34). Esau is described as despising his birthright (Ge 25:34) as the firstborn of Isaac.





1062. dekorah: 


A feminine noun meaning birthright, firstborn, right of firstborn. The firstborn son was a symbol and proof of the strength and virility of his parents (Dt 21:17). The word refers to the rights and privileges of the firstborn (Ge 25:31-34; 43:33). This right could be sold or forfeited through deception (Ge 27:36) or grave sin (1Ch 5:1,2). The word also means firstborn in some contexts (Ge 4:4; Dt 12:6; Ne 10:36 [37]).





baw-kar'


a primitive root; properly to burst the womb, i.e. (causative) bear or make early fruit (of woman or tree); also (as denominative from <H1061> (bikkuwr)) to give the birthright :- make firstborn, be firstling, bring forth first child (new fruit). 





A verb meaning to be born first, have the birthright. It means to recognize as firstborn (Dt 21:16). The word describes animals being born as firstlings or firstborn (Lev 27:26). It depicts a woman who bears her first son (Je 4:31). It also describes fruitful trees bearing fruit every month (Eze 47:12).





A root not used in Kal, pr. To cleave to, break fourth, i.q.  to be, or come first, to do anything first (as if be born), and to be early, seasonable, to do anything early, seasonably.





Deuteronomy 21:16, Jeremiah 4:31.





Classical Scholars Liddell & Scott - proto-ktistos


founded or created first.





The text also says (verse 18) that the purpose of him being declared firstborn is so that he would have the preeminence.





There are 12 scriptures mentioned, counting others that are mentioned later in the article. You can easily interpret all of them as pre-eminent without hardly trying. Of those 12 you cannot interpret 7 of them as first created even if you tried very hard. Thus this statement is quite misleading. The ones that cannot be interpreted as first created are in the following list accompanied with the corresponding analysis:





---


Romans 8:29. 


For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.





Herman's Note.


The subject of the sentence is "whom". This subject is a number of persons. The people who make up the subject might be the firstborn. These people clearly mean preeminent, and you could not make them mean first created, even if you tried very hard.





	Preeminent Only	Both	First-created Only


	1	0	0	





---


Hebrews 12:23.


To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,





Herman's Note.


The subject of this sentence is probably the saints in heaven, probably those formerly highly distinguished on earth by the favor and love of God, such as patriarchs, prophets, apostles. This gives reference to Exodus 4:22.


Exodus 4:22.


And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD, Israel is my son, even my firstborn:








You cannot interpret these people as first created even if you tried very hard..





	Preeminent Only	Both	First-created Only


	2	1	0	





---


Hebrews 1:5-6 (KJV).


5  For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son? 


And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him.





Herman's Note.


Hebrews 1:5 is a quotation from Psalms 2:7 "...Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee." This was also quoted in Acts 13:33 and applied in a way that reveals that the day in which Jesus was begotten was the day of His resurrection from the dead and not the day of his so-called creation.


Acts 13:33 (KJV).


God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.








The point in time when the first-begotton was brought into the world was when Jesus was born to Mary, for the angels were already created, because they were expected to worship Jesus at this point in time.  God commanded the angels to worship Jesus at His birth (Luke 2:13). This proves that Jesus is superior to the angels. They would not worship an equal but a greater. 





Heaven and earth is searched for someone who is worthy to unravel the scroll, the title deed to the earth, and no one is found. And John begins to weep and just as he begins to weep he hears it announced that the lion of the tribe of Judah is worthy and steps forward the Christ. And all of heaven begins to ring with praise for He is worthy to take the earth. "Great is the mystery of godliness."





Jesus was clearly preeminent over the angels who were expected to worship him. You might be able to interpret this as first-created if you really tried hard.





	Preeminent Only	Both	First-created Only


	2	2	0	





---


Revelation 1:5 (KJV).


And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,





Herman's Note.


As was made known in Hebrews 1:5 the day in which Jesus was begotten was the day of His resurrection from the dead and not the day of his so-called creation.





Jesus is the first begotten of the dead, not the only begotten. Others were raised from the dead before Jesus. In fact, at His own crucifixion the graves were open and the saints came forth, didn't they? In the Old Testament the prophets of God were able to raise some from the dead. Jesus Himself had raised people from the dead, Lazarus proceeded Him, for one. It is not saying He was the first one ever resurrected. It is saying of all those who have been resurrected, He is the prototokos, He is the chief one, He is the highest ranking one, He is the supreme one. He is the firstfruits of all of them that slept, the very best of all who slept. Jesus was the first Person to ever conquer death, never to die again. Therefore, he is the firstborn from (or has the preeminence among) the dead. He is also the first begotten in the sense of importance. 


 


In fact, at His own crucifixion the graves were open and the saints came forth, didn't they? In the Old Testament the prophets of God were able to raise some from the dead. Jesus Himself had raised people from the dead, Lazarus proceeded Him, for one. It is not saying He was the first one ever resurrected. It is saying of all those who have been resurrected, He is the prototokos, He is the chief one, He is the highest ranking one, He is the supreme one. He is the firstfruits of all of them that slept, the very best of all who slept.





You cannot interpret first created here, even if you tried very hard.





	Preeminent Only	Both	First-Created Only


	3	2	0	





----


Colossians 1:18 (KJV) 


And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.





Herman's Note.


Here the text clearly says that the reason for him being the firstborn is so that he will have the preeminence. As was seen in Revelation 1:5 Jesus is the first begotten of the dead, not the only begotten. Others were raised from the dead before Jesus, but Jesus was the first Person to ever conquer death, never to die again. Therefore, he is the firstborn from (or has the preeminence among) the dead. He is also the first begotten in the sense of importance.





You cannot interpret first created here, even if you tried very hard.





	Preeminent Only	Both	First-created Only


	4	2	0	





---


Jeremiah 31:8-9 (KJV) .


They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.





Herman's Note.


Ephraim was not the first-Created but God chose him to take the position of firstborn. This is described here. For I am a Father to Israel, and Ephraim is My firstborn. 





This shows how the idea of firstborn in the Bible is often a position of pre-eminence or a title or the one to receive the inheritance, not necessarily meaning first out of the womb.





So again literally "Firstborn" can mean the first born person in a family, and it can also be a title of preeminence which is transferable, the one to receive the inheritance and the two are one. The first out of the womb in the family is the one with the preeminence.





The Greek term for "first created" is "PROTOKTISIS," whereas the Greek word for "firstborn," used here, is "PROTOTOKOS." These are two entirely different words. It is significant that in this verse, the Apostle Paul deliberately avoided using the Greek term for "first created" and instead chose the Greek word for "firstborn." Jesus "is before all things, and by him all things consist" (Colossians 1:17).





You can interpret first created here, if you want to.





	Preeminent Only	Both	First-created Only


	4	3	0	





---


Psalms 89:20-27.


19.  Then thou spakest in vision to thy holy one, and saidst, I have laid help upon one that is mighty; I have exalted one chosen out of the people.


20.  I have found David my servant; with my holy oil have I anointed him:


21.  With whom my hand shall be established: mine arm also shall strengthen him.


22.  The enemy shall not exact upon him; nor the son of wickedness afflict him.


23.  And I will beat down his foes before his face, and plague them that hate him.


24.  But my faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him: and in my name shall his horn be exalted.


25.  I will set his hand also in the sea, and his right hand in the rivers.


26.  He shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my God, and the rock of my salvation.


Also I will make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth.


28.	My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant shall stand fast with him.


His seed also will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the days of heaven.


If his children forsake my law, and walk not in my judgments;





David had the position of firstborn, even though he was the youngest son.  This shows how the idea of firstborn in the Bible is often a position of pre-eminence, not necessarily meaning first out of the womb. Furthermore, the text says "I will make him my first born" in the future.





The fact that this kingly One is to be appointed (future tense) as a "firstborn" is conclusive evidence that he was not assigned the title of firstborn at birth.





Some say that this is a declaration of Jesus as the firstborn. True there is a parallelism of David and Jesus in this chapter.  For we can derive from verse 19 through 20, that the Lord anointed David with the holy oil as a type of Christ. Nevertheless, the verse is literally talking about David as it mentions him by name in verse 20. Therefore, David is the subject of the sentence form verse 20 on. The text continues to use pronouns like his, him right through verse 27 where God states I will make him my firstborn. After which, he continues with keeping my covenant with him, his seed and his children.  These are obvious indicators that God is still literally talking about David. Jesus did not have any children, at least not literal children.





You cannot interpret first created here, even if you tried very hard.





	Preeminent Only	Both	First-created Only


	5	3	0	





---


Colossians 1:15 (KJV) 


Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:





Herman's Note.


Jesus was clearly preeminent over the angels who were expected to worship him.  Again literally "Firstborn" can mean the first born person in a family, and it can also be a title of preeminence which is transferable, the one to receive the inheritance and the two are one. The first out of the womb in the family is the one with the preeminence.





The world's best scholars of New Testament Greek are virtually unanimous in their opposition to the claims that "Firstborn" indicate origin.





There is a precise Greek word to indicate the "first" of a particular created order; it is the term proto-ktistos. This word is defined by classical scholars Liddell & Scott as meaning "founded or created first". This is not the term employed by Paul to depict Christ in the Colossian context, though the apostle had a term available should he have wanted to make that point. That he did not is significant.





Since the apostle affirms that Jesus created all things, it would follow logically that if he himself were a created being, he must have made himself!  Why didn't he address this point? Paul apparently was persuaded the word prototokos instead of the word proto-ktistos was clear enough.





You might be able to interpret this as first-created if you tried hard to force it on the text and maybe not.





	Preeminent Only	Both	First-created Only


	5	4	0	





-----


Luke 2:7 (KJV).


And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.





Herman's Note.


Here the word carries none of the theological load which it bears elsewhere when used of Christ. Jesus is simply identified as the first child born to Mary. To be sure, this was no ordinary birth. As the Scripture records Mary's conception was wrought by the Holy Spirit and God Himself was the Father of this child (Luke 1:26-35). So in this text the word is quite ordinary and means simply firstborn.





Nevertheless. The first one out of the womb is the one with the preeminence.





	Preeminent Only	Both	First-created Only


	5	5	0	





---


Matthew 1:25 (KJV). 


And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.





Herman's Note.


Again literally "Firstborn" can mean the first born person in a family, and it can also be a title of preeminence which is transferable, the one to receive the inheritance and the two are one. The first out of the womb in the family is the one with the preeminence.





	Preeminent Only 	Both	First-created Only


	5	6	0	





Hebrews 11:28 (KJV) �Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them.





Herman's Note.


Again literally "Firstborn" is a title given to the preeminence one. Often it is given to the first –created person in a family, and that person is the one with the preeminence, Yet, that title is transferable. The title can be transferred to the one to receive the inheritance. The title can also be given to someone with a complete disregard to whether they were the first to come out of the womb, because there was no womb to come out of. What they inherit is a status of being preeminent.





This is not an either or situation. It could be a both and situation. The meaning of the word does not have to be either first one  out of the womb or  the preeminent one. Nevertheless when it is not a either or situation, the one that cannot be applied to the text is first-created. This is primarily because the first-created is always the one with the birth-rite. I will address this further when the writer comments on it. Nevertheless, there are 7 out of 12 times when firstborn cannot mean first-created, because first-created does not fit the context.





	Preeminent Only 	Both	First-created Only


	5	7	0	





Now let us look at our original statement.


None of them clearly means "preeminent" (although you might be able to "interpret" a few of them as either "first-born" or "pre-eminent" if you tried).





In contrast to what the writer is saying here, many of them clearly do mean preeminent, and you cannot interpret them as first-Created even if you tried.








� 


� ******


I have no idea what the writer is talking about. I do not know if he misunderstands the defininition of preeminent or  what. All Trinitarian that I know agree with the Strong’s Concordance, that prototokos means firstborn. They understand that the most or meaning of firstborn is preeminent. A subset of preeminent is first-created. The Greek word for first-created that does not have a relationship with preeminent, much like the English language is








� 





�  *******


Be careful not to confuse the rights usually given to the first-born with the person of the first-born.





A major contributor to this confusion is an unawareness of the difference between the words prototokos and proto-ktistos





� 


�  ******


For example, even though Esau lost his birthright to Jacob, he still remained forever Isaac's firstborn.





1 Chronicles 5:1-3 (KJV). 


1  Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel, (for he was the firstborn; but, forasmuch as he defiled his father's bed, his birthright was given unto the sons of Joseph the son of Israel: and the genealogy is not to be reckoned after the birthright. 


2  For Judah prevailed above his brethren, and of him came the chief ruler; but the birthright was Joseph's:) 


3  The sons, I say, of Reuben the firstborn of Israel were, Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi.





1 Chronicles 5:1-3. (NIV).


1.  The sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel (he was the firstborn, but when he defiled his father's marriage bed, his rights as firstborn were given to the sons of Joseph son of Israel; so he could not be listed in the genealogical record in accordance with his birthright, 


2.  and though Judah was the strongest of his brothers and a ruler came from him, the rights of the firstborn belonged to Joseph)— 


3.  the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron and Carmi.





1 Chronicles 5:1-3. (NWT).


1.	And the sons of Reu'ben the firstborn of Israel, for he was the fistborn; but for his profaning the lounge of his father his right as firstborn was given to the sons of Joseph the son of Israel, so that he was not to be enrolled genealogically for the right of the firstborn.


2.	For Judah himself proved to be superior among his brothers, and the one for leader was from him; but the right as firstborn of Israel were was Joseph's


3.	The sons of Reu'ben the firstborn of Israel were Ha'noch and Pal'lu, Hazron and Car'mi.





The writer of the article said that Esau lost his birthright, but remained forever Isaac's firstborn. Nevertheless, the scripture says Esau lost his birthright so, or that  he was not to be enrolled for the right of firstborn. The scripture is saying that he lost both his birthright and his title as firstborn. Unfortunately, that was the only example the writer of the article gave to establish the point that it was possible to loose ones birthright and maintain ones title as firstborn. 





� 


� ******


The use of the word prototokos in the Bible always means one who has come into existence first in time.





I have given several example where the title of firstborn is given to the second son, and others where the title is given to a group of people spread out over time, for example "the church of the firstborn" or for whom he did foreknow.








� 


�  *******


There are well over 100 other examples of prototokos found in the Bible.





Hallelujah! Now I understand more than I did before. 





G4416.  Prototokos 


is a Greek word which is translated to firstborn.  The meaning that the word caries is the one who has the  birthright and pre-eminent.





H1060.  bebor:  & H1062. dekorah: 


Are Hebrew words which is translated to firstborn. The meaning that the word caries is the one who has the birthright 





These are two different words, in two different languages, with two different meanings. To God be the glory.








� 


� ******


It has always (since the time of Moses) been the first, but it has certainly never been "pre-eminent" among the nations!





Israel was certainly pre-eminent during Moses day. Furthermore, Revelation says that the New Jerusalem will come out of heaven and descend to the earth, and people will go in and out of Jerusalem and eat from the tree of life from all over the earth. That sounds like pre-eminence to me in the future.





Hosea 11:1.


When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt. 





Romans 9:4.


Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; 





James 1:1, 18


1.  James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.


Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.








� 


� *******


The birthright itself must not be confused with the one it is usually given to:











